
The National Register 
in a Larger Context

Perspectives from France & the United Kingdom



France

“Monument Historique” Efforts 
started during the Revolution 
and first formalized in 1819.  

By 1840, 934 monuments listed, 
mostly castles and churches. 

Influence of architects, 
particularly Viollet-le-Duc.



France: Basic Pres Facts
1943 - Protection extended to 500 m visibility radius 

1962 - new classification “Secteur Saufegardé.” This 
includes 97 districts today. 

Two levels: “inscription” (28,813 properties as of 2008) 
and “classement” (14,367 properties as of 2008). 

Preservation overseen by the Architecte des Bâtiments de 
France.







France: Nomination
Asking for listing can come from any source, from the 
government or private citizens. 

Documentation is done by the Conservation Régionale des 
Monuments Historiques. 

Dossier includes a preservation plan as well as full 
documentation. 

An owner may not opt-out of listing: they can object, but the 
government can list anyway.



France: Protection
Owner must request permission for any undertaking 4 
months before work. 

Owner cannot sell/lease/give without government consent. 

Adjoining building cannot be renovated/added onto without 
government consent. 

Rehabilitation costs can be partially covered by the 
government. 

Rules stricter for “classé” vs. “inscrit”





United Kingdom

Some protection formalized in 
1882, but uptick in listing took 
place after WWII. 

Statutory List of Buildings of Special 
Architectural or Historic Interest.  

Administered by English Heritage. 
About 500,000 buildings listed.



UK: Application

Anyone can apply. 

Application is very simple. Requirements: applicant info, 
location of property, reason for application, supporting docs, 
threats, owner contact info. 

Listing takes approx. 5 months or less in case of emergency.



UK: Listing Types

Grade I: buildings "of exceptional interest, sometimes 
considered to be internationally important". (2.5%) 

Grade II*: "particularly important buildings of more than 
special interest". (5.5%) 

Grade II: buildings that are "nationally important and of 
special interest" (92%)



Age Range of Listed Buildings in the UK



UK: Protection
A listed building may not be demolished, extended or 
altered without special permission from the local planning 
authority. 

“Each building is different and so there are no sweeping 
rules for what you can or can't do without consent.  Most 
buildings are very flexible but consent is needed for 
anything that might risk detracting from what makes that 
building special.”


